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October 24, 2025

President Donald J. Trump
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

President Trump,

We appreciate the valiant efforts put forth by you and your cabinet to place America First and usher in
policies that support American farmers and consumers. Our agricultural industry has long suffered from
unfair and unbalanced trade policy, regulatory environments, and foreign product dumping that has
eroded our farmers and fishermen’s abilities to compete on a level playing field.

As Louisiana leaders in both public service and agriculture, we respect the responsibility of balancing
the needs of the American consumer in both finances and food health. However, we believe today, we
have three actionable items that would substantially support Louisiana, and American agriculture, that
could bring immediate stability back to many of our farmers, as well as benefit economic and physical
health of Americans.

1. Suspend all imports of rice, crawfish, and shrimp into the United States for as long as
your administration deems necessary. These American-produced foods are being severely
impacted by subsidized foreign dumping into our domestic markets. Regarding crawfish and
shrimp, we have evidence of economic market distortion and health and safety concerns
related to the use of antibiotics and other chemical treatments of foreign products. Pausing
imports for these staple commodities would provide farmers the opportunity to regain their
footing and supply the American people with safe and sustainable food.

2. Provide immediate economic assistance to rice and other row crop farmers to bridge the
ongoing financial crisis to help tide farmers over until the One Big Beautiful Bill assistance
kicks in next year. We request that you use existing authorities, such as the Commodity Credit
Corporation at USDA, to get assistance delivered expeditiously. Several House Members
have drafted legislation, such as H.R. 5710, the Bridge the Gap for Rural Communities Act,
that could be packaged with existing authorities that would help meet this significant need.

3. Secure market access through both existing markets and new markets as a long-term
solution through better trade policy, partnerships, and market accountability. Specifically, we
request Ambassador Greer and Secretary Rollins place special emphasis immediately on
rapidly deteriorating markets for U.S. rice to Mexico, Canada, the Dominican Republic and
other Central American nations due to dumping from foreign competitors and erosion of
preferential treatment agreements.



While challenges remain, we believe these immediate, near term, and long-term solutions offered by
our collective leadership could greatly increase the probability of success of America’s farmers and
fisheries both now and into the future. We are grateful for your consideration of these matters and each
stand ready to partner with you and your cabinet to execute these policy solutions.

Respectfully,

Clay Higgins Jeff Landry

U.S. House of Representatives Governor

Louisiana’s 3rd District State of Louisiana
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Mike Strain, DVM FARM Richard B. Fontenot
Commissioner BUREAU President

Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry LOUISIANA Louisiana Farm Bureau Federation

CC:  The Honorable Howard Lutnick, Secretary, U.S. Department of Commerce
The Honorable Brooke Rollins, Secretary, U.S. Department of Agriculture
The Honorable Jamieson Greer, Ambassador, U.S. Trade Representative



